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(54) COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To read a selection number entered or printed on an ordinary 
document or printed matter and to issue a call by providing a means to detect a 
specific character string or mark entered or printed before a telephone number 
and to recognize a following character string expressing the telephone number 
and to convert it to prescribed telephone number data and to issue the call to 
an opposite station. 

CONSTITUTION: The print image of a business card 15 is read by an image 
sensor 4 to the slot 12 of which the business card is inserted with prescribed 
resolution. Data in the storage area 3 of image data is searched at every row. 
And the row in which the character string such as a (telephone), a (TEL), a 
vertically written (telephone) or the mark of a telephone set exists is found out 
by using a pattern matching method of well known optical character recognition 
(OCR). The telephone number data in storage areas 3f and 3g are displayed on a 
display device 8 by using data stored in the storage area 3c of a character font 
in a ROM 3a. In such a way, an instruction to perform a telephone call is issued 
to a main body circuit I by using the telephone number data stored in the 
storage area 3g. 
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